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most solid reasons, to the whole body of our firmest
friends.

I have now done with the clergy, And upon the strictest
examination have not been able to find above one of that
order, against whom any party suspicion can he, which is
the unfortunate gentleman, Doctor Sheridan, who by mere
chance-medley shot his own fortune dead with a single
text.

As to the laity I can hear of but one person of the Tory
stamp, who since the beginning of his Excellency's govern-
ment, did ever receive any solid mark of his favour; I mean
Sir Arthur Acheson,1 reported to be an acknowledged Tory,
and what is almost as bad, a scholar into the bargain. It
is whispered about as a certain truth, that this gentleman is
to have a grant of a certain barrack upon his estate, within
two miles of his own house 3 for which the Crown is to be
his tenant, at the rent of sixty pounds per annum; he being
only at the expense of about five hundred pounds, to put
the house in repair, build stables, and other necessaries. I
will place this invidious mark of beneficence, conferred on
a Tory, in a fair light, by computing the costs and necessary
defalcations; after which it may be seen how much Sir
Arthur will be annually a clear gainer by the public, not-
withstanding his unfortunate principles, and his knowledge
in Greek and Latin.

For repairs, &c 5oo/ the interest whereof per

ann , , . . . . . . 30 o o

For all manner of poultry to furnish the troopers,
but which the said troopers must be at the
labour of catching, valued per ann. . .500

For straggling sheep,.....800

For game destroyed five miles round,       .        .600

49    o    o

1 A very good friend of Swift, at whose place at Gosford, in the
county of Antrim, Swift would often stay for months together. The
reference here Is to the project for converting a large house, called
Hamilton's Bawn, situated about two miles from Sir Arthur Ache_son*s
seat, into a barrack. The project gave rise to Swift's poem, entitled,
"The Grand Question Debated/7 given by Scott in vol. xv., p. 171.
[T. S.]